FACT SHEET 07

LAVA FLOWS FROM AUCKLAND'S VOLCANOQES

quq ﬂOWS the DEtermining VOlcanic Risk

in Auckland (DEVORA) Project

What is basaltic lava?
AUCKLAND VOLCANTC FTELD LAVA FLOWS ARE BASALT, A ROCK
COMPOSTTTION CONTAINING LESS STLICA THAN OTHER LAVA

TYPES .. this means the lava is hotter and will flow farther than - < b
most other lava flows. Volcanologists around the world use jche g :
Hawaiian terms ‘a’a (rough) and pahoehoe (smooth) to describe
the two main surface textures of basaltic lava flows. Both can be
seen in the Auckland Volcanic field.
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The average length of lava
B flows from Auckland’s volcanoes
® is 2.5 km. Te Kopuke Mount Saint
John produced an 11. km lava flow,
the final portion of which formed the :

Meola Reef.
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\x ¥ LONG TERM effects
_. rl : Historically, land buried by lava flows has most

often been permanently abandoned. Although
lava flows cannot be stopped, some communities
have tried engineering solutions to protect their
buildings from lava flows and in some cases slow or
divert lava flows. Barriers can work for small volume
flows, while spraying lava with seawater can help to
cool the advancing front.
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